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Opening Activity 
●



Brushtronic Bug
Challenge



Reflections

● Table Dynamics
● Graduate Outcomes Applied





Reflections

● Team Dynamics
● Graduate Outcomes Applied
● Academic Connections that can be 

made



Academic Connections
● Physical Science (California State Standards for Physical 

Sciences, Grades K-5): Forces and Interactions: Students 

can explore the concepts of force, motion, and 

interactions by designing and launching paper rockets.

● Measurement and Data:  Represent and interpret data 

using bar graphs and line plots. (Grade 3)

● Informative/Explanatory Writing

● Vocabulary Acquisition



Purpose For Today:
● Refresh the vision for providing career awareness and 

exploration activities at the elementary and middle school

● Review and identify elements of high quality to be 
implemented at our school 

● Determine ways to incorporate exposure to pathways at the 
high schools 



Brushtronic Bug
Build Guide



14 High School Pathways



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDOAzAD7ccI




Why is STEAM and 
College/Career Awareness and 

Exploration so important?



Early Awareness Personal Awareness 
& Exploration

Exploratory 
Awareness

Introduction PlanningInquiry

3-5 6-8K-2

STEAM Emphasis



K-8 College & Career Exploration
District-wide

● K-6th - Expanded Learning After School Mentoring
● 2nd   -   Farm Day @ Porterville Fair
● 3rd    -  “Career Kids” Performance
● 4th    -   AniMakerspace Lab (2 day visit)
● 5th    -   Starbase Lab (4 day visit)
● 6th    -   Pathways Exhibition 
● 7th    -   Future Ready Lab (1 day visit)
● 8th    -   Pathways Showcase and Tours



Elementary STEAM Labs
● STEAM Lab located on all Elementary Sites in 

PUSD
● Customized by site with key elements that tie them 

together 

Lessons Learned:
● Introduce new stations to teachers during meetings
● Comfortable teachers = confident teachers

Successes:
● Collaboration, Perseverance, Accountability



College Week & Career Week

Successes:
● Community Involvement
● Exposure to different careers/jobs
● Student Engagement 

Lessons Learned:
● Connection to curriculum 
● Involving Pathways at different levels
● Exposure to vocational / community college / military / 

career / university



IF WE HAVE A DOC RESOURCE FOLDER, 
THESE ARE GOOD RESOURCES
Examples: 
● College Celebration Week
● Career Day Schedule

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RajfMomb54pNvARyC6z72Arad3JkY4PDK5byIclq5eU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lxNvK4-YmADGECpl-RQYXbcwy0b9I_LpUNajVPJKukE/edit


4th Grade
AniMakerspace Lab

● Inquiry / “Exploratory Awareness” level

● Small standalone campus 10 minutes out of town

● In collaboration with Garner Holt ETI

● Free field trip experience for all 4th grade students 

in PUSD and all our feeder schools

■ 2 full school days (6 weeks apart)



Learning in Action

● Engagement is key

● Allows students to see different career 

opportunities

● Ties into FRL and Pathways

● Brings in Science, ELA, Social Studies & Art

4th Grade
AniMakerspace Lab



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGyTGbeazeE


Just opened
for 5th grade!



6th Grade
Pathways Exhibition

● Planning / “Personal Awareness & Exploration” level

● Small standalone campus 10 minutes out of town 

● One central location, students bussed in

● 1,800 students in a day! (4 main rotations)

● Interactive booth with activities for each Pathway

● Booth ran by HS Pathway students



7th Grade
Future Ready Lab

● Planning / “Personal Awareness & Exploration” level

● Small standalone campus 10 minutes out of town

● In collaboration with Qualcomm®

● Free field trip experience for all 7th grade students in 

PUSD and all our feeder schools

■ RIASEC Inventory prior

■ Full school day



7th Grade
Future Ready Lab

Lessons Learned / Key Takeaways --

● Focus is on engagement

● This leads to deeper learning and future 

CTE/core subject/world connections

● It is okay for a child to fail when learning 

(and not always a right answer) 



QUESTIONS
COMMENTS

PUSD Pathways Website
More info on HS Pathways and STEAM 

Labs / Career Inventory



Reflections and Our Site Efforts
Debrief as a School Team or with other colleagues

Discussion of our current efforts related to:  

● STEAM 
● College/Career Awareness
● Academic Connections 

Needs and assets
● What do we need?  What do we have in place? 



Closing 


