
Educating for Careers
Adapting to Change

Growth Through Partnership



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Foundational Workplace Concepts for 
Middle School Students

•Maintaining Alignment to Academic Core

• Enhancing Career Exploration
• Maximizing Use of Open Resources

• Contextualizing Work Readiness
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Assessments – Curriculum – Professional Learning 

Academic Workplace
Social 

Emotional

Crucial Knowledge & Skills

CONNECTED ASSESSMENTS 
for College and Career Readiness

• Work Certifications
• Digital Badging

• Job Profiling• Test Prep for Free 
and Purchase

• Online Reporting

• K12 SEL Solution

Approved Indicators 
for CA Charter Schools



US STATES MAP

ACT Statewide

ACT Choice

Sr Retake

2022-23 ACT Statewide Testing – Statewide/Choice/Retake: 23 States



Test Scores
Still Matter

Test Optional Application
Course placement  
after enrollment

How are most colleges 
using ACT scores?

Applicants 
Self-Report 

ACT  Test Scores 

Holistic Review of All 

Candidates

As an alternative for 
eligibility requirements  
or for course placement 

ACT English 
22 or Higher

Enroll in GE Math 
Course

ACT Math 
23 or Above

USC  will wait to 
receive scores 

Applicants asked to indicate 
if they plan to submit scores.

Enroll in GE English
Course

For those not having a 3 
or higher on AP test



If your score is above or equal to 
the ACT Benchmark, you have

in first-year college courses. 

A Measure of 
College Readiness My

• Widely used as a measure of 
postsecondary academic 
readiness for college course 
placement,

.org

ACT Benchmark Scores

• Help meet many local and 
national scholarship criteria.

Find out your predicted scores at 

• a 50% chance of earning a B 
or higher, or 

• a 75% chance of earning a C 
or higher 



Student Report: Detailed Results



Data 
Informed 
Practices

It’s never been about a perfect score.

Use data from all tests and 
assignments to help guide 
personal learning plans.



Test Scores
Still Matter

What is a Math ACT Score 20-23?

ALGEBRA (A)

Make Learning Goals

Elementary                Middle                 High School     



ALGEBRA (A)

where a and b are
whole numbers or 

decimals

Score Range
13–15

Solve equation                
in the form x + a = b, 

Score Range
16–19

Solve one-step equations to 
get integer or decimal 
answers

Add and subtract simple 
algebraic expressions

Solve real-world problems by 
using first-degree equations

Score Range
20–23

Score Range

24–27

A book with a cover costs 24 dollars. 
The book cover costs 20% of the value 
of the book without a cover. 
How much is the book without a cover?

X = the cost of the book without a cover 

Solution: 

The cover : 20% of X

X + X20 

100
= 24

Make Learning Goals

W/ MULTIPLICATION

W/ FRACTIONS

Math Benchmark

22



Ideas for 
Progress

English

Math

Reading

Science 

Writing (1-10)

Going from the who, what, where, when 

to…

distinguishing between what is most and 

least important in increasingly 

challenging texts.

Reading



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

School Centered Learning

Workplace Scenarios





Certify Learning

2 and 4-year 

College Diplomas

Endorsements

Certificates

Licenses 

Apprenticeship

Military Programs

Digital Badges

HS Diploma



How do we help 
ALL STUDENTS

Verify and Certify
Academic and Workplace Skills?

https://reports.collegeboard.org/ap-program-results/class-of-2022

26.7%  Scored 3 or Higher on an AP Exam

Took an AP Did not Take an AP

California’s 2022 Graduating Class

39.1% Took an AP Exam



I Love WorkKeys!

-Jacob
Merced, Ca
February 2023

“Helped me 
better understand 
what employers 
are looking for.”



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Introducing Workplace Certifications as
Part of Existing Career Exploration Program

1. School-Wide Activity/Assignment

2. MS-HS Matriculation Meetings 



Background Knowledge, Vocabulary, Context Clues Tasks and Suggestions

Building the Language of Work
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Applied 
Math

Level 
4



Graphic 
Literacy

Level 
5



Workplace 
Documents

Level 
5



• Web-based and available in paper, about one hour long

High-Quality Valid and 

Reliable Assessments

Applied Technology 

Business Writing 

Workplace Observation 

Fit and Talent

1. Applied Math 

2. Graphic Literacy

3. Workplace Documents
Available in English & Spanish

• Measures skills relevant to any occupation, at any level, 
and across industries



2022-2023 States Administering WorkKeys Testing

State K-12 testing (11)

State K-12 and adult testing (6)

State adult testing (7)



2/21/2024

https://www.workreadycommunities.org

https://www.workreadycommunities.org/


Powerful Results 
for Employers



CONNECTED 
ASSESSMENTS for 
College and Career 
Readiness



Create a Profile on 
MyACT.org

STAY CURIOUS

• Ask interesting adults about their job.

• Ask yourself, "Can I see myself working there?" 

• Try out new activities and electives.

1

POST SECONDARY PLANNING TIPS

2
Take MyACT online practice tests to identify crucial skills 

needed to succeed in college classes and work training 

programs.  Study your responses and spend time 

sharpening your skills. 

KNOW YOUR SKILLS

3 KNOW YOURSELF

Do you prefer to work with ideas, people, things, 

or data?  Visit  MyACT.org

and take three free career inventories to find out!  5 START A RESUME
When you ask your teachers and mentors for a letter 

of recommendation, ask them to review your 

resume and to share their feedback.

Visit JobProfiles.ACT.org

to research the skills needed for over 

1,000 different occupations.

4 RESEARCH

Test Foundational 

Workplace Skills

What will you study after high school?

Being undecided about selecting a major and career is understandable.  There are a lot of options out 
there!  Use the tips below to help you explore some future options.  Have fun!



MyACT.orgEnhance 
Career 

Exploration







MyACT Non-Test Questions
MyACT for the ACT

Questions that are not part of the test itself

• Inventories for college and career planning: Interest, 
Value, Ability, and Career

• Registration and demographic information (for state 
and district testing students)

• Colleges or scholarship agencies where students 
want their test scores sent

Interest

Ability

Value

Career

• Visible by schools, parents, and students have 

visibility via myactprofile.com



http://jobprofiles.act.org

User Guide 
& Activity

http://jobprofiles.act.org/


Source: 2021-2031 employment projections external site. 

Maximize 
Use of Open 

Resources

https://www.bls.gov/emp/
https://www.onetonline.org/help/exit?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bls.gov%2Femp%2F&t=2021-2031%20employment%20projections


School Wide 
College & Career 

Readiness Activities





Best Practices:  
Support Data Informed Practices for Students

• Increase Access:  Offer assessments that 
benefit students after HS graduation and 
lead to credentials/certifications.

• Early Readiness:  Take an objective 
measure of readiness at the end of 
MS/beginning of HS to identify learning 
opportunities and gaps.



Part of admission 
application

Course placement 

How are some of California's most 

popular colleges using the ACT?

after enrollment



TestACT@ACT.org

ACTDistrictTesting@ACT.org

Paper, Online, or Both

mailto:TestACT@ACT.org
mailto:ACTDistrictTesting@ACT.org


FREE
STUDENT

RESOURCES 

Use ACT Scores in Your Resume

Create a MyACT.org
Student Profile

•Academically Proficient
•Verifiably College-Ready

April 13

June 8

July 13 

ACT Test Prep Guide 
Practice Questions

Online Test Prep Events 
Sample Classes

Verify & Certify

Academic 
Skills

Use ACT Fee 
Waivers to 

Register 

Students Ages 11 & Up

March 8

May 3

June 7 

Test Date Deadline

Section:  Skills
Meeting or exceeding ACT Benchmarks 
empirically indicates post-secondary 
readiness. 

Grades 11 & 12

Score Range 1-36



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

NCRC is awarded 

at 4 levels

Skill Level 16% of Jobs 67% of Jobs 93% of Jobs 99% of jobs

Certificates 

awarded

Level 3 Score on 

each assessment

Level 4 Score on 

each assessment

Level 5 Score on each 

assessment

Level 6 or 7 Score on 

each assessment

Sample 

Occupation 

Correlation

• Construction 

Equipment 

Operator

• Veterinary Assistant

• Welder

• Pharmacy Aid

• EMT

• Human Resource 

Manager

• Head Cook

• Medical Assistant

• Kindergarten Teacher

• Aircraft Mechanic

• Radiologist Technician

• Pharmacy Technician

• Speech Language 

Pathologist

• Accountant

• Ship Captain

• Climate Change 

Analyst

• School Counselor

• Airline Pilot

• Fuel Cell Engineer

• Mechanical Engineers

• Physicists



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Work Readiness
• If students are going to be adequately prepared for the workforce, they need to 

understand the requirements for jobs they are considering.

• WorkKeys helps students determine the skill levels and education required for 
various jobs.

Welder Solar 

Technician

Web 

Developer

Salary $21/hr $27/hr $37/hr

WorkKeys Skills:

Math

Workplace Documents

Graphic Literacy

3

3 

4

4

4

4

5

5

6



What are people saying 
about the ACT WorkKeys National 

Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC)?



Assessment OPTIONS

ACT Testing

• Fall Testing only---or

• Spring Testing only---or

• Both Fall and one Spring test date

• National Saturday Testing 

PreACT 8/9 & PreACT

• September 1 – June 1

WorkKeys Testing & Curriculum

• Year Round

44

Test Dates

Test Administration Modes

• Paper/Pencil 

• Online Testing

• Mixed Mode

Assessments Grade

The ACT or the ACT with Writing 11 and 12

PreACT 10

PreACT 8/9 8 and 9

ACT WorkKeys 8 through Adult



College & 
Career 
Readiness 
Tools

Helping People Achieve 
Education & Workplace Success

ACT Data Visualization 
Tools

ACT Research 
Publications

Ideas for Progress in 
College and Career 
Readiness

ACT Resources for K12 
Professionals

ACT Curriculum 
Worksheets

ACT Comprehensive 
Assessment Planner

ACT College and 
Career Readiness 
Standards

ACT College and 
Career Readiness 
Benchmarks

ACT Holistic Framework

ACT Counselor Toolkit

ACT Insights 
Infographic 

Mosaic SEL Resources



TOOLKITS

• Printable resources including test date flyers 
and posters

• A comprehensive Counselor Guide
• On-demand webinars for educators and 

students
• Recognition Toolkits to celebrate student 

success

QR code to 
Counselor Toolkit

. . . and more to come throughout the year!

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-
administrators/administrator-resources/the-act.html

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/administrator-resources/the-act.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/administrator-resources/the-act.html


Beyond
Test Prep & 

College Admissions

To 
Creating Pathways for 

College & Careers



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Thank you for helping us 

achieve our mission of success 
and equity in education. 

We are grateful for your help 
guiding students to and 
through the goals and paths 
that lead to their success.
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